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Press Releases/ Articles: 
 

Irish anti-smoking measures saved 1,700 
lives, study shows 
RONAN McGREEVY 

Tue, Jun 12, 2012 

MORE THAN 1,700 people who would have died from tobacco-related illnesses are 
alive because of anti-smoking laws in Ireland, a new study reveals. 

Measures such as significant hikes in the price of tobacco and the workplace smoking 
ban, introduced in Ireland in 2004, have prolonged the lives of 1,716 people. 

The figures, published last week in Tobacco Control Journal, part of the British Medical 
Journal, relate to a period between 1998 and 2010. 

The information forms the first of 11 studies to examine the effects of smoking cessation 
measures in European countries. 

One of the authors of the report, Prof Luke Clancy, said price hikes were the most 
significant factor in making people quit smoking in Ireland. 

He said it was a surprise that the second-biggest factor in making people quit was the 
workplace ban, which was controversially introduced in 2004. 

The measure was brought in to protect workers from second-hand smoke and was not 
expected to be a deterrent to smoking in its own right. 

Ireland scored poorly on media campaigns and smoking cessation services which, for 
instance, the UK is very strong on, he said. 

Prof Clancy said 1,000 fewer people in Ireland die each year from smoking-related 
illnesses than in 1998. 

At present, about 5,500 people die of such illnesses every year; 20 years ago the figure 
was 6,500. 

He attributed the big decrease to advances in the treatment of strokes, cardiovascular 
problems and cancer which are brought on by smoking, but also the continuing decrease 
in smoking from a peak in 1975 of more than 50 per cent of the adult population. 



The figure at present is about half that. 

The survey predicted that rates of smoking will be at 20 per cent by 2040, resulting in 
27,768 fewer deaths by that time. 

However, if smoking rates were halved, the number of lives saved would be closer to 
40,000, Prof Clancy maintained. 

Finland is the first country in the world to set a target of having a smoke-free society by 
2040. 

© 2012 The Irish Times 

******************* 

2000 fewer deaths from tobacco related disease since1998…. 
 
A research paper published in ‘Tobacco Control’ by the British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
shows that tobacco control policies implemented in Ireland between 1998 and 2010 have 
contributed to a reduction in smoking prevalence, and also shows close to 2000 fewer 
‘Smoking Attributable Deaths’ (SAD’s) over the same period. The researches makes an 
estimate, based on current policies, of over 50,000 less smoking attributable deaths by 
2040. 
Professor Luke Clancy, Director of the TobaccoFree Research Institute and one of the 
authors of the research said today, “In the last decade or so, Ireland has made immense 
strides in the area of tobacco control. We have introduced Smokefree Workplaces to the 
world; we have extended marketing restrictions; improved health warnings; raised taxes and 
increased the availability of cessation services. It will be important for Government and 
others to have it established that there are positive outcomes to these measures; despite the 
ongoing efforts of profit seeking vested interests to continually block health measures, when 
tobacco sales might be affected” 
The research was based on the SimSmoke model, which selects one baseline year – before 
major policy interventions commence. (1998 in this case) In 1998 we had the first National 
Survey and Attitudes t Nutrition (SLAN) survey, and this provided us with accurate baseline 
date, on which to base the research. 
Professor Clancy went on to say, “our research shows a relative decrease in male (18 years 
and over) smoking prevalence from 33.4% to 26.1% of the population over the period under 
review; a relative decline over the 12 year period on 21.8%. The relative decrease for females 
was from 31% to 25.1%; a relative decline of 19%. These are positive statistics; however we 
must not become complacent, as we are dealing with an addictive product from a highly 
profitable industry that will use every possible means, through marketing and promotion in 
new and established media, to market a this product which kills and injures thousands of our 
citizens annually” 
The research suggests that increased mass media campaigns and increased cessation services 
are likely to make the greatest contribution to reduced prevalence in the coming years. 
 



Ends 
For contact: Professor Luke Clancy: 086-8364337 
This study was part of the PPACTE project which was funded by Fp7 Health-F2-2009 
223323. 
Full article on: tobaccocontrol.bmj.com - “The effect of tobacco control policies on smoking 
prevalence and smoking-attributable deaths in Ireland using the IrelandSS simulation model” 
Laura M Currie, Kenneth Blackman, Luke Clancy, David T Levy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Report calls for higher tax on 'roll-your-own' cigarettes 
Updated: 21:43, Thursday, 26 April 2012 

 
The report says an increase in tobacco tax could save lives 

The study, funded by the European Commission, says it is a policy that could boost revenues for the Government, 
while also saving lives. 
The report also calls for the tax rate on roll-your-own tobacco to be increased to match manufactured cigarettes, 
because the recession has led many smokers to switch to the cheaper product. 
The co-ordinator of the consortium that ran the study, Professor Luke Clancy, said EU governments should 
"double the minimum monetary tax level on cigarettes". 
He said they should then increase it each year above the cost of living rate. 
Professor Clancy, who is also the Director General of the Tobacco Free Research Institute, said roll-your-own 
tobacco is "much cheaper than cigarettes and this has to be changed". 
Asked how much a packet of cigarettes should increase by in December's Budget, Professor Clancy suggested €1. 



However, he added that a meeting of international health economists and tobacco control experts, which met in 
Brussels today to discuss the report, had been told that New Zealand plans to increase the price of a packet of 
cigarettes to €41. 
Asked how Government revenues could be boosted, when an increase in tax would likely result in lower 
consumption, Professor Clancy said the higher price paid by those who continued to smoke would more than cover 
the funding gap. 
Professor Clancy said that the Health Minister's proposals to ban smoking in public parks and beaches were good 
because they would "de-normalise" smoking. 
However, he said "empirical research" proved that price matters when it comes to members of the public ending 
their smoking habit 
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* DRAFT RELEASE – NOT FOR FURTHER DISTRIBUTION * 
 

Experts express concern at mounting evidence that Netherlands is diverging from 
rest of Europe on health protection and tobacco control 

 



* As other countries seek to tighten tobacco control provisions, Netherlands government 
diluting protection for its citizens, potentially leading to more than 124,000 preventable 
deaths between 2011 and 2040 * 

 
(Thursday 19th May, 2011, Amsterdam, The Netherlands):  Leading public health experts 
today expressed alarm that the government of the Netherlands is diluting existing 
provisions for tobacco control and support for smoking cessation. 
 
In recent months, the Dutch government has overturned a full ban on smoking in public 
places in order to permit smoking in some hospitality outlets.  In addition, it has 
announced an end to public health communications campaigns regarding the dangers of 
smoking and cut funding for STIVORO, the Netherlands’ main tobacco control advocacy 
group.  Recent comments from Anne Mulder, a spokesperson on healthcare for one of the 
governing parties, indicate that the Government may also be about to withdraw funding 
for smoking cessation aids from 2012.  An announcement to that effect, and on the future 
of public health in the Netherlands, is expected on Friday 20th May. 
 
Professor Geoffrey T. Fong, the Chief Principal Investigator of the ITC Project (which 
conducts research to evaluate the implementation of the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC) across 20 countries, including the Netherlands), commented: 
“These are truly retrograde steps.  The government asserts that their policies support 
freedom of choice, but ITC Project research suggests that is not the case.  The assumption 
and condition of libertarianism is that well-informed people can make their own choices.  
Yet even now, smokers in the Netherlands are comparatively ill-informed about the risks 
of smoking*.  In spite of this, the government is reducing the information available to 
consumers, refusing to introduce graphic pack warnings and reducing assistance for 
smokers who want to quit.  Consequently, Dutch citizens will not have the knowledge 
they need to make informed decisions about their health, nor helped when they want to 
make positive choices.  Arguably, their degree of choice is being radically diminished, 
not enhanced, by these measures.”     
 
Professor Fong’s reservations were echoed by other public health and tobacco control 
experts who are concerned that tobacco control is being sidelined in the Netherlands, 
despite the country’s status as a signatory to World Health Organisation’s Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).   
 
Florence Berteletti Kemp, Director of the Smokefree Partnership, a tobacco control 
organization focusing on tobacco control in the EU, said, “I am appalled by the attitude 
of the Dutch government and the Health Minister. None of their policies are evidence 
based; we know that as knowledge increases, so does public support for effective 
measures to combat smoking, such as a smokefree hospitality sector. It is not surprising 
that in the Netherlands, where knowledge of the harms of tobacco is so low, the 
comprehensive smoke-free law has been weakened by the Government. In other 
countries, such as Ireland and France, people are already convinced of the damage caused 
by smoking and passive smoking, and such measures are well-received.  In this respect, 
the Netherlands has fallen out of step with the rest of Europe, where the consensus is to 



move forward in efforts to protect the health of fellow Europeans.  Several other 
European governments are extending and tightening their tobacco control measures, such 
as the full ban on smoking in public places introduced in Spain at the start of the year.  
The reason for taking such action is that research proves that inaction is deadly and half 
measures have been proven not to work. We urge the government of the Netherlands to 
reconsider its actions, in order to increase real choice for its citizens.  But is the Dutch 
government only listening to the Tobacco industry?”  
 
Luk Joossens, Advocacy Officer of the Association of European Cancer Leagues, said: 
"In 1992, we saw the Netherlands (together with Germany, the UK, and Denmark) form a 
blocking minority against an EU-wide advertising ban on tobacco products.  Over time, 
those governments eventually decided to act in the best interests of their people and 
support such a ban. However, the Netherlands is now taking the same stance with respect 
to the new EU directive on tobacco product regulation, with Health Minister Schippers 
declaring that she is very much against pictorial health warnings on cigarette packs.  This 
is in spite of the fact that two-thirds of Dutch people support the introduction of such 
warnings, that they have been proven to work in other countries, and that they have 
already been adopted in 40 countries around the world. The Netherlands’ government is 
out of step with popular opinion, the available evidence and the strategy of the European 
Union."  
 
Public health experts within the Netherlands are also alarmed: Marc Willemsen, 
Professor in tobacco control research at the University of Maastricht and Principal 
Investigator of the ITC Netherlands Project commented: "As a signatory to the FCTC, the 
Netherlands has a duty to inform its people about the dangers of smoking and support 
them in their efforts to quit.  Failure to do so will only lead to a health and social tragedy, 
with lives and economic activity cut short.  The ITC Netherlands Report published in 
March was prescient in demonstrating the need to invest heavily in improving the 
knowledge of Dutch smokers, and more generally to support tobacco control efforts. But 
the current government appears to be doing precisely the opposite, and the country is thus 
on the path of increasing the burden of sickness and death in a country where already 
over 3.7 million people smoke and 19,000 people die every year as a consequence of 
smoking.  In times of economic difficulty it is tempting to cut back on public health 
expenditure, but in the long term we will see this is a false economy and future 
generations will not thank us.”  
 
An inevitable increase in the number of preventable deaths was confirmed by Professor 
Luke Clancy, Director General of the TobaccoFree Research Institute in Ireland and 
project leader of the PPACTE project.  Professor Clancy explained: “From the data we 
can conclude that comprehensive tobacco control policies in the Netherlands could lead 
to a 29% (relative) reduction in smoking prevalence between 2011 and 2020.  This would 
save 2,850lives (by averting premature deaths) in the year 2020 alone.  Between 2011 
and 2020, at least 16,000, lives could be saved; between 2011 and 2040, at least 145,000 
lives could be saved.  Tobacco control, fundamentally, is about saving lives – which 
surely outweighs any political ideology.”  



Note for editors:  
 
About the ITC Netherlands Project  
The ITC Netherlands Project is an extensive research and evaluation effort to examine 
the effects of tobacco control policy domains in the Netherlands. This is achieved by 
following a group of over 2,000 smokers and non-smokers over time in each country, 
using established measures of tobacco control impact. The ITC Netherlands Project is 
part of the overall ITC Project (see below). In the Netherlands, the ITC Netherlands 
Project is being conducted on behalf of and in cooperation with STIVORO by Maastricht 
University (CAPHRI), led by Professor Marc Willemsen. The fieldwork is carried out by 
TNS NIPO. The researchers collaborate with the University of Amsterdam (ASCoR), 
Leiden University Medical Center and the University of Waterloo in Canada. 
Internationally, the ITC Project is coordinated by the University of Waterloo. 
 
*Key Findings: 
The report entitled, ITC Netherlands Survey:  A Report on Smokers’ Awareness of the 
Health Risks of Smoking and Exposure to Second-hand Smoke, released in March 2011, 
found that Dutch smokers possess poor levels of awareness regarding the health harms of 
smoking and second-hand smoke:   
Only 61% of Dutch smokers agree that second-hand smoke is dangerous to non-smokers, 
compared with 96% of smokers in France, 89% of smokers in Germany and 83% of 
smokers 
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3m Euro Tobacco Research Contract for TFRI, 
The Digital Depot, Dublin. 
 
The TobaccoFree Research Institute Ireland (TFRI) is to coordinate  a 3m euro research contract on a 
project entitled, Pricing Policies and control of Tobacco in Europe.(PPACTE) The first meetings designed 
to launch  the project will be held at the Digital Depot, Dublin on Thursday 26th and Friday 27th February.  
 
PPACTE “Pricing Policies and control of Tobacco in Europe“ is a collaborative 3 year project being 
funded by the European Commission’s Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological 
Development (FP7).   
 
PPACTE will look at the impact of price and taxes on the effect of fiscal policy and tobacco control in 
Europe and offer recommendations to Member States (MS) and to the European Commission.  PPACTE 



will provide an understanding of how to use pricing policies for the effective and equitable control of 
tobacco in Europe, which is imperative for addressing the disease burden caused by tobacco use. 
However, it is complicated by the diversity between MS in terms of their stage in the tobacco epidemic 
and their level of Tobacco Control development as well as their current economic, cultural, and political 
environment. 
 
Professor Luke Clancy, Director of RIFTFS said today, “The EU’s FP7 structure has allowed TFRI to 
bring together a multidisciplinary team with some of the best health economists, epidemiologists, public 
health specialists and tobacco control policy experts under its leadership – to work on this project. The 
partners are: TFRI (Coordinator), Ireland, IARC France, THL Finland, IRFMN Italy, IUATLD France, 
UoB UK, ICO Spain and HBSA USA”. 
 
This project will provide the most comprehensive analysis of the effectiveness of tobacco pricing policy 
to date, which will be available and applicable to each MS in the EU. 
 
The consortium involved in this project leverages the best people from around the world in one team to 
address a hugely important topic.  An additional benefit to Ireland is that the project will increase funding 
for high level jobs here in Tobacco control and thus build research capacity in this important area. 
Coordinator:   TobaccoFree Research Institute Ireland (TFRI) 
   The Digital Depot, Thomas Street, Dublin 8. www.tri.ie 
EU funding:  3 million euro 
Project Duration: 3 years 
 

ENDS: Further information contact / interview: 
Professor Luke Clancy, 086 8364337 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Below are Figures tables and Graphs from the PPACTE project: 

 
Figure 1 Netherlands, 
 

 
Figure 2 Italy 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Figure 2.12 Finland 



 

 
 



 
Figure 3 Ireland 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4 United Kingdom 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Figure 5. Finland 
 

 
 



 
Figure 6 Sweden 
 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


