1. Publishable summary

General presentation of Sustainer gyNet

Sustainable development in both, industrialized @ekloping countries is inseparably linked to idseies

of Environment and Energy and their interdependenchccess to energy is indeed essential not anmly f
promoting economic growth and social developmentptays a central role for environmental conseorati
as well. However, intensive and unsustainable usenergy sources in industrialized countries and
enormous inefficiencies in energy production andhsconption in the developing world has serious
implications for the environment and the climatecfinologies developed to produce energy from reblewa
sources (like solar, wind and biomass) need todaptad and implemented where the future energy dema

is growing fastest.

Especially in developing countries, sustainableitimhs are vital for guaranteeing that economic soclal
development will be consistent with the preservatid the environment and the mitigation of Climate
Change. In Africa, Civil Society Organisations (G3Gare particularly active in addressing sustamabl
development. Their potential support in helping to adapt anglement renewable energy technologies in
Africa is urgently needed. Nevertheless, this pidérequires more active involvement of CSOs aas hot

yet been entirely realised. CSOs present importaivocates for people’s needs and interests, while
generally constituting a motivated and creative &Gnmesource base, bringing in different and inrigeat

ideas and approaches.

However, their effective involvement in building@newable energy perspective for Africa still fagesat
difficulties starting from insufficient access tadwledge and financial resources, lacking intebgsRTD

performers to adapt their technologies to locatisesnd limited influence on policy agenda setting.

In line with the commitment of the European Uniorstipport global sustainable development initiatiaed
the recognition that strengthening partnershipslirimg Non-state Actors is hereto esseftitthe overall
aim of the Coordination and Support Action (CSA¥tainergyNet is to foster and promote the participa
of CSOs in Africa in the field of research policgemda setting concerning sustainable development,

environmental issues as well as efficient energgagament.

In this respect, SustainergyNet intends to imprinee cooperation and interaction between CSOs aad th
scientific community and Research and Technologyelpment (RTD) performers, going beyond the

involvement of these actors in implementation andew of development programmes.

Y In accordance with the definition provided withiire Working Programme, we consider Civil Societg&hisations
to be any legal entity that is non-governmentat-foo-profit, not representing commercial interesaad pursuing a
common purpose in the public interest.

2 European Commission’s Communication on the Pasi@n of Non-State Actors in EC Development Pglicy
Brussels, May 2003



To achieve this stated aim, SustainergyNet hatheahain objective to elaborate and suggest waysoan
to encourage and facilitate the cooperation betwe®®'s and RTD performers in the field of sustaieab

development, environmental policies and energy gament.

Over the duration of two years, five objectivesdguthe Project implementation. Three of these obEx

are pursued in specific work packages. They areadsess already existing institutional settings and
identifying the status quo of CSO involvement inrépe and Africa; to elaborate best practices and
recommendations to improve the current situatiomd $ suggest and present concrete ways to better
connect stakeholders from policy, research and sogiety organisations. In addition, there are twerall
objectives, pursued throughout the Project. Orte gromote a global understanding and awarenesieon
importance and potential of CSO involvement fortausible development. The other central objectvi®i
ensure the direct and indirect involvement of C8@eughout the entire implementation process. Hare,
specific focus is set on elaborating and strengptigethhe contact and collaboration with smaller grewften

referred to as grass root movements.

The SustainergyNet consortium is composed of faupfean and two African institutions, with eithérilc
society, research or policy background. The Orgdinis for International Dialogue and Conflict
Management (IDC), a Vienna based non-profit astiociacommitted to promoting international dialogue

and active in science communication, is coordimgtie CSA.

Presentation of thefirst year

During the first 12 months of the 2-years-Projatiplementation, activities have mainly focussed on
establishing a common ground and setting the Rrojdrack, on conducting assessment activitiesand
making the necessary preparations for an intemmalticonference-meeting in Nairobi and an embedding

conference. In addition, some first disseminatictivdies have been carried out.

In a first step, the official launch of the ProjéctAugust 2008 has encompassed initial preparatamk,

including the set up of a Project website. Thig $& located undewww.sustainergynet.eut aims to

provide, throughout the implementation, a comprehvenand concise overview of SustainergyNet, its ai
and objectives, to give information about the cotigm and forthcoming events, and to present thgpma
outcomes to all interested visitors. An interngjifoprotected area has been established in viexagihg the

exchange and communication within the Project cdiso.

The following Project logo has been developeds lised on the banner of the Project website, dsawa@n
all Project reports, publications and presentatiamd in Project related communication. It symbaliiee
three groups of stakeholders, CSO, research oagams and policy makers, and the potential to lyead

by interaction.



SustainergyNet

Integrating Civil, Scientific

and Stakeholder Knowledge

A Kick-off meeting has been organised in the offifehe Project Coordinator IDC in Vienna in Octobe
2008. It has gathered representatives from alleetgyarticipating institutions in order to disculse work
programme, further define deadlines and respoitgkiland prepare the first tasks of the Projette T

meeting was joined by the EC Project officer.

Kick-off meeting (Vienna, Oct. 08) Assessment meeting (Dresden, Feb. 09)

In a second step, comprehensive assessment astiidive been carried out in view of identifying sketus
guo of CSO involvement in sustainable developmeit energy research and agenda setting processes in
Africa and Europe. A series of expert interviews Africa and Europe and the review of relevant
publications have allowed to draw a first pictubmat current forms of cooperation and interactietween

the civil society and the research and policy mgkiavel in this specific field. Findings and resultave
been presented and discussed on a Project asséssmeting in Dresden in February 2009. They have
afterwards been analysed, compared and presentdgioifAssessment Summary Reports. Although not
foreseen by the work plan, the Egyptian Projectnaar Cairo University (CU-IARS) has organised a
SustainergyNet workshop in Cairo in June 2009 andteéd some of the interviewed stakeholders to
exchange their experiences and ideas on CSO inwelve Also initially not foreseen, a further assesst
activity has been the mission of the Project Cowtlir IDC to Kenya in April 2009. This mission has
allowed the coordinator to directly meet and discwith civil society, research and policy stakeleotdin
Kenya about multi-stakeholder cooperation for snatale energy projects. It has hence provided matdit
inputs to the assessment work laying specific emsishan the issue of grass root empowerment. This
mission has also given initial input to the elaltiora of the features and requirements list guidihg
elaboration of the CSO Involvement Net that willdeveloped later in the Project (WP 4).

A third step during the first twelve months of tReoject has consisted in making first preparatimnghe
Conference in Nairobi and the e-conference thatl sake place in September and October 2009. The
consortium has started to elaborate a preliminatyof topics and issues to be addressed durirgptheo



events. Moreover, the technical set up and insiafiaof the e-conference have started. As hosthef t

international Conference, AFREPREN/FWD has caroigtfirst organisational and preparatory tasks.

Besides the launch and regular update of the SwestpiNet website, a first focussed disseminatidiviac
has been the elaboration and distribution of tingt fProject Newsletter. The Newsletter is availahe
download on the Project website in English, Freaotd Arabic and has been distributed in hard-copy by

consortium partners.

Activities foreseen for the second half of SustaigBlet include the organisation of the e-conferesmue the
international Conference in Nairobi in Septembed @rctober 2009. The e-conference is to provide an
opportunity for energy experts with different baakgnds in Africa and Europe to share and discuss
experiences, opinions and ideas on the involvemmie8SOs in sustainable energy. It shall timely ednthe
Conference in Nairobi and contribute inputs to #genda. At the same time, one day of the three-days
Conference will be open for invited stakeholdersider to include their point of view in the cortaam’s
discussion. All these information and ideas willdomsidered, in a next step, for the elaboratiothef'CSO
Involvement Net”, an online exchange tool to suppencourage and facilitate the networking of défe
stakeholders on sustainable energy. This openraeddol shall allow its users to get in contadhvdther
actors working in the same field and to exchandermmation, know how and profiles. The “CSO
Involvement Net” will, in a final step, be presaten specific information events organised by thajdet

partners.

In view of the carried out and planned activiti8sistainergyNet intends to make a significant cbotion
towards overcoming the main obstacles that cugreimipede CSO involvement in agenda setting for
sustainable energy. The expected impact is not ¢mlypromote active engagement of civil society
organisations in research, but also, as a diresseguence, to increase the contribution of resetrch

sustainable development.
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Stakeholder workshop in Cairo (June 09) Field mission to Kenya (April 09)




