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Leading vendors of knowledge
based systems and a handful of
top research institutions join their
efforts to develop the technology
that will empower business profes-
sionals in the enterprise of the
future.

Two large companies are the test-
beds that ensure the success and
business impact of the technology

produced by ONTORULE.

Motivation

The integration of all the required pieces of
knowledge and technology, including some
that will need be researched and developed
within the project, to allow exactly:

» the acquisition of business ontologies
and rules from the most apropiate sour-
ces, first and for all business professio-
nals but also natural language docu-
ments;

» their separate management and mainte-
nance; and

D their transparent operationalisation in
IT applications.
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The ONTORULE
Approach

The aim of ONTORULE is to enable the right
people to interact in their own way with the
right part of their business application: dif-
ferent people with different requirements and
background, ranging from business executives
to IT developers, have to interact in different
ways with different aspects of a business appli-
cation, to use, control and manage it.

ONTORULE believes that this can be achieved
by cleanly separating the domain ontology
from the actual business rules; and the repre-
sentation of the knowledge from its IT imple-
mentation.

The vocabulary required to express the busi-
ness rules, and the underlying ontology,
must be acquired from the natural language
sources; the rules must be authored, using
that vocabulary, by the owner of the business
policies; the data models for the IT applications
must be designed by IT developers based on
the application requirements.

The relevant people in the organisation
must be able to manage and maintain onto-
logies, business rules and data models se-
parately, without having to care about maintai-
ning the others items. To implement the rules
in the business application, the ontology must
be mapped onto the application's data model
and the rules operationalized accordingly.
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Objective 1: integrating modelling and
acquisition based on the OMG SBVR
standard and NLP technology

Objective 2: usable integrated ownership
and management systems

Objective 3: efficient combined execution
and inference engines

Objective 4: appropriate standards

Objective 5: end-to end pilot applications

ONTORULE Vision
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The ONTORULE high-level architecture
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